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Fraunhofer IIS partners with Avid to enable support of
MPEG-H Audio in Pro Tools

Erlangen, Germany — Today, the Fraunhofer Institute for Integrated Circuits IIS, primary
developer of the next generation, immersive and personalized MPEG-H Audio system,
announced a strategic partnership with Avid® to support future MPEG-H Audio support
in Pro Tools®. This tighter integration will enable producers to build much more com-
pelling, personalized, and elaborate immersive sound experiences for their audiences.

MPEG-H Audio support in Pro Tools reduces production complexity and establishes a
flexible workflow to create MPEG-H Audio content for music, film, and broadcast.

Pro Tools is the world’s most used and awarded audio production software for making
music, movies, and TV shows. Offering integrated software, hardware, control sur-
faces, and storage, Pro Tools systems meet the needs of any size facility or producer to
achieve their creative vision quickly and deliver memorable sonic experiences.

MPEG-H Audio enables content creators to produce immersive and personalized audio.
Sound sources such as vocals, chorus, and instruments can be positioned in a three-di-
mensional space to perfectly match the creative and artistic intent. The object-based
system even makes it possible to define personalization options during production that
can then be delivered to the audience. These can range from accessibility features such
as dialogue enhancement in TV broadcast to sophisticated interactive music produc-
tions. In a future release, Pro Tools will enable creators to make use of advanced fea-
tures of the MPEG-H Audio System to create unique soundscapes and explore new cre-
ative options.

“We are delighted to partner with Avid to provide producers with a powerful toolset
that combines the advantages of global technology leadership in post-production soft-
ware with the latest Next Generation Audio technology,” says Marc Gayer, Head of
Business Department and Deputy Division Director of Audio and Media Technologies at
Fraunhofer IIS. “Next Generation Audio changes the way we enjoy sound, and we are
excited to enable Pro Tools users to create the new experiences their audiences are
looking for.”

“We are excited to be working closely with the Fraunhofer IIS team in 2023 to develop
a frictionless experience when producing MPEG-H Audio content in Pro Tools,” said
Francois Quereuil, Vice President, Product Management for Audio and Music Solutions,
Avid. “Developing tighter support for MPEG-H Audio will expand creative options for
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Avid Powers Greater Creators

People who create media for a living become greater creators with Avid's award-win-
ning technology solutions to make, manage and monetize today’s most celebrated
video and audio content—from iconic movies and binge-worthy TV series, to network
news and sports, to recorded music and the live stage. What began more than 30 years
ago with our invention of nonlinear digital video editing has led to individual artists,
creative teams and organizations everywhere subscribing to our powerful tools and col-
laborating securely in the cloud. We continue to re-imagine the many ways editors,
musicians, producers, journalists, and other content creators will bring their stories to
life. Discover the possibilities at avid.com and join the conversation on social media
with the multitude of brilliant creative people who choose Avid for a lifetime of suc-
cess.

Avid, the Avid logo and Pro Tools are trademarks or registered trademarks of Avid
Technology, Inc., or its subsidiaries in the United States and/or other countries. Other
trademarks are property of their respective owners. Product features, specifications,
system requirements and availability are subject to change without notice.

About Fraunhofer IIS

Fraunhofer IIS, based in Erlangen, Germany, is the largest institute within Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, Europe’s leading application-oriented research
organization. For over 30 years, the institute’s Audio and Media Technologies division has been shaping the globally deployed standards and tech-
nologies in the fields of audio coding and moving picture production. Fraunhofer IIS systems and tools help create, transmit and provide excellent
audio and video content as well as enable high-quality real-time communication. Today, almost all computers, mobile phones and consumer elec-
tronic devices are equipped with technologies from Erlangen and are used by billions of people around the world every day.

It all started with the creation of mp3, then evolved with the co-development of AAC and HE-AAC. Now the fourth generation of best-in-class au-
dio technologies — MPEG-H Audio, EVS, LC3/LC3plus and xHE-AAC - elevates the media experience to new heights. In terms of audio signal pro-
cessing, Symphoria and the Sonamic product family provide enveloping and enhanced sound in cars, while the upHear product family dramatically
improves 3D audio playback or recording quality of professional and consumer devices. Fraunhofer technologies also power digital radio: first and
foremost in the form of the ContentServer, combining audio encoding, multimedia data management and multiplexing. In the field of moving pic-
ture technologies, establishing the Digital Cinema Initiative test plan boosted the creation of professional tools for digital film and media produc-
tion, such as easyDCP, Realception and JPEG XS.

The interdisciplinary team transforms science into best-in-class applications with new functionalities for end users as well as optimum efficiency,
reducing transmission costs while increasing reliability. Always taking into account the demands of the market, Fraunhofer IIS develops technology
that makes memorable moments. We hear the bigger picture.
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